Analysis for free: comparing programs for sequence analysis.
Programs to import, manage and align sequences and to analyse the properties of DNA, RNA and proteins are essential for every biological laboratory. This review describes two different freeware (BioEdit and pDRAW for MS Windows) and a commercial program (Sequencher for MS Windows and Apple MacOS). Bioedit and Sequencher offer functions such as sequence alignment and editing plus reading of sequence trace files. pDRAW is a very comfortable visualisation tool with a variety of analysis functions. While Sequencher impresses with a very user-friendly interface and easy-to-use tools, BioEdit offers the largest and most customisable variety of tools. The strength of pDRAW is drawing and analysis of single sequences for priming and restriction sites and virtual cloning. It has a database function for user-specific oligonucleotides and restriction enzymes.